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This discoutse was 1ead by mein tre Tall of the Gene al Assen 
bly’s Institutton (my Aéma Afatr)o1 the 26th Tebriay, 1876 As 
a lage number of my edtcued conrtrymes hae ve y iid stinet 
notions of Ch istianity, whici I bel eve ts one of the causes why 
they do not consider its clams, I now pint it, m the hope that 
the perusal of ths d scourse may Icad the reader to enquire “ That 
“all a man gain dy embracing Christianity P Its my since e prayer 
that the reader may be eventual y diawn to Tin who is the 7p, 
the Zi, and tic Tush, even the Lod fisus Ch st, 
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WIIAT WILL A MAN GAIN BY EMBRACING 
CURISTIANITY? 
GENTLUMIN, 

J TAKE it for granted that most of you, if not all, 
are seching to know the truc religion, Your pre- 
sence here this evening Icads me to -hink that you be- 
lieve in an All wise, Just and Merciful God, and that 
you also believe in the immortality of the soul; and 
that your future condition will depend much on your 
conduct in this world. The subject of my Iccture not 
only pre-supposes that you are secking after the truth 
but that your attention might have, at some period 
of your lives, been called to consider the claims of 
Christianity. The subject further supposes that you 
have not been able toclose with the terms of the 
offer, either that you do not understand their tinpoit 
fully, or that you consider them to be unreasonable ; 
and that if you embraced the ‘Christian religion, you 
think 1t would not do you any good, 

2 The present age ts considered to be an ye 
of progress, and doubtless we are in a bettcr position 
than our forefathers were. Science has done much to 
expand our views, and has enabled us to sce the relation 
of one material object to another It his given us 
facility to command creature comforts with very great 
case, and whatever is conducive to the material im- 
provement and happiness of man it has taught us 
the means of attaining them, In one thing howaver 
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its success has not becn ereat It has not orot ght 
man nearer to his Creator thuy he was he fore. 

3 The tendemy of Slatre Philosophy is to 
drive out the Creafor from the ri'verse by a species of 
reasoning which docs xof distantly assert Lit there es 
no God, but that Tle es adnocie or to Tord the student 
to adopt Pantheesu. Those who mentva thu God 
is unknown, that 1s, Tle may ex'st without ot r beng 
able to know Ilium start from thi standpoitt, that 
we cannot know things Jer sc, but only through their 
phenomena, and the relation which they bear to one 
another Ort knowkdge according to the n is rede 
deve, and they say, that since our knowled.¢ docs not 
extend beyond the 7Zalzons of things the external 
world is not sufficient to leul us to a knowl dee of 
God. This is called the doctrine of Nelativity, and 
from it they afgue that as a logical sequence springs 
the doctrine of Mescrence, 

4 We contenc that the pheno nena do not cxist 
apart from the objcets of which they are but na rifestas 
tions, and since by certia v ocaranecs, and their 
adaptation to crch other wo ate led to iaftr a Zeyval 
Cause we must say, that so fur we have a knowlcdge 
of God Again adnitun that our knowledge is 
phenomenal and relate, it does not follow that we are 
quite ignorant of God = The province of rcligion is 
to teach the relution in which God stands to 5, and if 
we have thisk iowledge, itis enoiwh, The knowledge 
on which we act in the diily business of lle is eedateve 
and why should we refuse to wton the same kind of 
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knowledge in the matter of religion? We know that 
our knowledge in every branch of science is re dade, Dut 
nevertheless we do not cease to acquire more know- 
ledge of those sciences, and while we are zealous of 
acquiring knowledge in all its lower branches it scem: 
stiange, that because religion docs not profcss to be 
speculative, and that we cannot hnow God [limself, 
that we should ignore Ilis ecaistence and not wt Upon 
the knowledge we have of Ilim from Ilis works of 
creation and providence. 

To say that we cannot have iny knowledye what- 
ever beyond that which 1s derived from the generalized 
laws of experience, which make up the oseteoe sei- 
ences, is to say that we can have no Luowhdge of the 
mind, Auman and devine The principles of the 
Positivist Philosopher \ead to materialisn, and his 
philosophy at least isa negative one The Pasitove 
Philosophy “says T itere,’ docs not ti sy itself with the 
beginning of the universe, if the niversc had a be- 
ginning, nor yet with what happens to living things 
plants animals men after ther death, or it the con- 
summation of ages, 1f the ages had a canst umaition. 
Positivism cannot tell us what becomes of the soul 
after death It is conversant with the phy: ‘cal Luvs 
of the world, but is ignorant of exother derv, wh ch oh- 
tains in our world, ves., the Moral Law.  Poott vism 
does not ignore the existence of the niad, Avan ind 
divine It it 1s an attempt to prove trttour knowl dye 
of God is absolutely nothing. Now when the vist. 
ence of the mind is taken away fiom the sphere of 
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our knowledge, there can be no such thing as the 
Moral Law, which supposes that man owes centain 
obligations toa Supreme Being, and that those obli 
gations can only be fulfilled by a living being who has . 
a mind, 

5. Modern Philosophy, have mentioned, also 
leads to Pantheism A short paragraph from the 
Biogiaphical History of Philosophy of Mr. Lewis 
will give an idea of what is understood by Panthers 
“What is the xoumenon which is bencath all pheno- 
mena? We see every where transformations perish 
able and perishing yet there must be something be- 
neath which is imperishable and immutable, what is 
it? We see a wondrous universe peopled with 
wondrous beings, yet none of these beings exist per 
se, but ger aliud: they are not the authors of their 
existence, they do not rest upon their ow really 
but on a greater veality, on that of the ¢o hen kat to, 
pax. What is the reality? Spinoza answers, it is 
Substance, that is, the thing which is standing under 
all phenomena supporting and giving them a reali- 
ty. Nothing exists which does not exist in this 
substance, It is the absolute existence, and it is 
(you may call it) God. All that exist, exist in and 
by God, and the universe is but a manifestation of God. 
He only is one reality, and that is the Adsolute Lxts- 
tence. At first sight, one would think that Pan- 
theism was inculcated by the Apostle Paul, who has 
said, ‘in Him we live, move, and have our being’ 
Rut certainly the Apostle did not mean that God 
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and men are identical bcings Ie has in this verse 
simply taught that we do not exist indepen- 
dently of God, but that we ac dependent on 
Him. The Pantherst docs not belicve in the duality of 
existence with him matter and mind are two vtimtbutes 
of the one underlying substance and what he calls 
God 1s but a metaphysical abstracuon, Ils sys 
does not teach that there is a fersonal God ‘The 
Absolute Eaistence, according to him, is devoid of 
intelligence and will, and is not the Moral Governor 
of the universe. Now, if we are only but manifes- 
tations of God, and do not exist as separate. beings 
from Ilim, we cannot be under any obligations to ITim, 
We cease to be responsible beings, for whom are we 
to be responsible to, when the Creator and cicature are 
identical beings. In speaking of the results of Pantheism 
Dr. Luthardt writes thus, “ Pantheism ann hilates 
relig’on, forits God is no a persoxl God, to whom 
Ican occupy a personal reation, whom I can love, 
in whom [ can trust, to whom I can pray whom T can 
approach, and address as my friend, bt only the 
power of necessity beneath which I must bow, 
the universal life in which I must los. myself. 
Panthersm abolishes the very postulates of morality ; 
for all the distinctions of good and evil are but different 
manifestations of one absolute principle. Conse quent, 
Sy they cease to be actual moral contrasts. Whit we 
call evil 1s in truth as necessary as what we call good; 
how then can we condemn what is iceessay ? Pan- 
theism destroys hope. For as the flower fades in 
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autumn never to blossom again so is man swillowed 
up in the strewn of existence, to be found no more 3 
all1s over with him The flower may be placed in 
the herbarium and a man may hve in the remembrance 
of posterity; but all isover with him. It is but your 
egotism, replics the Pantheist thatmakes you unwilling 
to come utteily to an cnd, since, however, it is God 
Himself who has placed such “egotism ’ in our hearts, 
it cannot but be truth. * 

The Pantheist docs not deny that harmony 
and purpose are both visible in the universe, but 
as his system annihilates we// and zntelhgence from 
the absolute caristence, the universe is without a 
Being, who regulates the movements of the whole 
which produce the unity, and that the system is as bad 
as Atheismis. Ithas been said justly that the ontology 
and ethcs of Panthe sm may be summed up 1n one sen 
tence, “ Whatever es, 7s, and theic zs neither 77222 nor 
wrong, but all is fade and nature, 

6. Believing that God exists, we believe that He is 
our Creator, and that we owe allegiance to Lim. 
There can be no teligion when it is denied that man 
owes allegiance to God, and that God is the re 
warder of them that seck Him I do not think 
that any of you here helicve that you are not 
a moral agent, and that there is nota Moral Governor 
in the universe I hope yot bclieve that God has 
given his daw even in the constitution of our minds. 


*The ahove hwonly been rece rtly msated from the sth edit on of Da, 
Luthardts Fundamental Truths of Chnstismity, tianslated by Sophia ‘I aylor 
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But is Gods law sull operative, a d do we doce 
it distinctly? Are our actions in accordanec with the 
Moral Law? The Chrisuan, you know, will answer 
these questions in the negative Tle helieves thet 
the AZoral Law, thou h oig nally Given in the con 
science of man has been considerably cffeed from 
it, and that a complete code of the Aloral Lew 19 
to be found in the /cafogue, wich as cxpluned 
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, comprehends two sets 
of duties, but is included in the werd “ Love’; and 
so faras the conduct of man docs not come up to 
the reqirements of this Laz, so far does he fl short 
of his obligations. Both the Bible and cxperic ice 
testify that man owing to the depravity of Ins heart 
has retained ut a very scanty hiwwledee of God 
andof his Moral Law. The works of Creation ind 
of Providence were not sufficient to keep man free from 
idolatry and other sins, Grideally the Cont'le aations 
lost sight of God, and thar vision bec inc dim and 
their hearts were estranecd from God Conse’e ice 
became darkened and fecble, und nin wave > him- 
self to the gratification of lust, even to the dishonor 
of his own body, and the whole ca‘th was filled 
with all umightcousness, fornication, murder, dcecit 
and hatied to God. 

7. Such was the condition of the he then wat d 
in the tunes of the Apostles, as has been de suribed by 
St. Paulin the first chapter of his cproth to the Ro- 
mans. Their own writers have not been iow sever 
than the Apostle when referring to their moral condition. 
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See Juvenal-Sat, 1,87; 11,37, 111,62, VIL, 203. 
Seneca, Epistle XCVII. Tacitus Hist. Germania XIX, 
More or less this is the spiritual condition of coun- 
tries where the people have not retained their know- 
ledge of God, and where the influence of Christianity 
has not been felt As regirds India, it may be con 
ceded that a few among our countrymen are not idola- 
tors but is not this to be traced to the indirect in- 
fluence of Christianity ? You who read English books 
cannot but become acquainted with Christian princi- 
ples, for English Literature is so saturated with them. 
It would be a matter of surprise if those who are well 
read in English Literature have not their minds ex- 
panded, so as to see the folly of idolatry and supersti- 
tion. 

8. When we read the religious history of India 
in its early days we notice that our ancestors worshipped 
inanimate objects. Subsequcnily, the worship of birds, 
beasts and reptiles was mtroduccd into the ZZendte 
Pantheon, and 1 have no doubt that if you were to 
study the history of religion all over the world, you 
would be convinced of the fact that, although before 
the fall, the light of nature and of providence, and the 
light as revealed in the conscience were sufficient for 
our first parents, they were not so after the fall, and 
that it was revelation which could only preserve a 
knowledge of true religion as it did among the Jews. 

9, Fallen humanity is reluctant to realize that 
man has lost his original estate, and it hopes it can 
obtain salvation by its innate power to do good, with- 
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out any intervention on the part of Gal But what 
is salvation? This brings me to the subject of my 
discourse waz, what docs Christianity offur, and will 
true acceptance of this religion by us do us any good ? 

10, The traditions of every civilized and unci- 
vilized nation on the face of the earth speak of man 
having been at one time in a state of happiness and 
innocence I need hardly remind you of the golden 
age of the ancients, which in our ccuntry was called 
the Satyayug. In the historteal records of the Old 
Testament however, do we find any authentic ac- 
count of mans original state, and of his subsequent fall. 
Whether or not one believes the records of the Old 
Testament to be inspired writings, and tiat the sin 
of our first parents brought about mins fall he cannot 
close his eyes to what he now daily sees all around 
him. All that transpires around us informs us that men 
are not quite happy. Every effort that has been made 
by man to amehorate his condition his partially sue- 
ceeded, Enormous crimes are still being perpetrated, 
Fell discases are sull rampant in many places syste ns 
of gigantic hes have been devised, and continue to be 
believed in, The voice of nature, which at one time 
sufficed for an unfallen humanity, no longer speaks in 
clear accents The understanding has become darke 1 
ed, and the conscience fecble and man s will is no longer 
regulated by God's will, so that the laws of God ave bein 
violated without any remorse on the patt of the offenders. 
Instead of good will towards one another, there are strife 


and envy among men, and it often happens, that in the 
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act of dispensing charity there Jurks a desire to obtain a 
good nance 1s amotive. We learn from the Bible that 
sin has estranged min from hs Creator, and that 
he has become a tebel. Ils affections are no longer 
pure and holy aid instead ol endcavouring to walk 
confarmably to Gods commandments, he does what- 
ever contributes to his temporary enjoyments The 
fall has so vitiated his nature that whatever good wor, 
man may do to avert Gods displeasure they are not 
acceptable to Him, [t has not only affected the 
human body by rendcting it liable to disease, but it 
has also rendered the membcrs of the body instru 
ments of unnmghteousness Even in countries where 
Christianity is the national religion, the old man is 
still very strong. Wherever the Gospel has not been 
sincerely embraced, and its precepts have not been 
strictly followed out, there have been deceit, fraud, 
strife and envy, and itis a matter of regret that we 
still hear of wars and rumours of wars : 

tr The greatest evil which the fall has entailed 
on manis death This means not only the separation 
of the soul from the body, but it means that man has 
lost the powcr of doing good, so as to be acceptable in 
the sight of God. In death 1s involved the loss of 
Gods image, and his being under condemnation His 
death also implies that the soul and body are liable 
to be separated from God for ever. This is called 
eternal death 

12. The history of the fall is recorded in the 
third chapter of Genesis, to wh ch I beg to refer you. 
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In reading the accourt of this cveat in Gencsis we 
notice the agency of a being of whose existence there 
are no veritable records in creation, Bee utse the 
existence of angels isa matter of revelation, those 
who do not believe the Bible to be ins oired, repudiate 
the existence of such aclass of be 2s But since the 
Bible professes to teach a system of rel gion, a k1ow- 
ledge of which we could never have obtained without 
God revealinz it to us it is to be expected that there 
may be many things revealed in ut which the unassist- 
ed reason of man could never have discovered. 
Whatever things revelation may disclosc, and how- 
ever unable we may be to comprehend them filly, it 
is to be noted that we are iot ficapable of under- 
standing the reasonableness of suci revcaled truths, 
Does the cxistence of angels appcar to be an unrea 
sonable fact? No it docs not. Once ad nit that there 
is a great gulf between animate and ina rimate objects 
and thac there is a link in tac scale of beings and 
you must then admit, that as there are varto 1s orders 
of existerce between the Creator and Tis c¢-cat wes, 
so there es nothing emprodadle 11 Une fact, that there 
¢aists another class of beings, who are superior to 
men, but who are dis embodicd spirits, only lower 
than the Creator in the scale of existcnee, ‘The bclef 
in the esistence of beings, who are spritual ‘a their 
nature, but ate different from men has bec universal 
and to this belicf must be traccd the tales about 
Fairies and Nyinphs. 

13. Not only has the tradition of the fall been 
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preserved in the legends of many nations, but the fact 
that the serpent ss the great enemy of man is believed 
by many nations In the Zend Avesta the worker 
of evil is the same person in name as that in Genesis 
In the former i is Maes, while in the latter it is 
Nachas In the narrative -in Genesis we read that 
it was the Se-pent who deccived Eve and by a 
reference to the Book of Revelation, we observe that 
this Serpent was Satan himself in the garb of the 
Serpent—‘ And the great. Dragon was cast out, that old 
Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world, he was cast into the earth, and 
angels were cast with him.' ‘Rev. xu1,9 It will be seen 
from this chapter that Satan fought with the angels 
of God and that being discomfited he was driven out 
of heaven, although he succeeded in drawing down a 
third part of the angels.’ Our learned countryman, the 
Revd K M Bannerji, in his dytan Iitness, remarks, 
“that it is cuiious that not only have the Tudo-Auans, 
alegend about tie Scrpent race among them, who 
are known as Nagas, and whom they consider as 
demi gods, but the curse pronounced against the 
Serpent finds confirmation in the story of King 
Nahasha, The conversation which Jucistir is said 
to have had with Nahasha as recorded in the Serpent 
section of the Mahabharat, and which Dr. Bannerji 
quotes is herein gtven. It shows that pride was the 
principal cause of a change in the condition of King 
Nahasha 

Judhistir said :« Ob thou best of the wise That you 
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have such exccllent intelligence Why do you ask 
me what is, or what ought to be known to you? Ilow 
has delusion entered thee who knewest all things, and 
wast a dweller of heaven and a werker of wonders ? 
This petplexes me The Serpent replied thus. 
“ Prosperity deludes even the heirs of intelligence | 
believe that all persons Irving at case fall into delusion 
And so 1 myself, O Judhisur, was filled with pride by 
the delusion of worldly power. But now I am addrcss- 
ing you being awakened to hetter thoughts by my fall, 
You have, O great hing done me a great service. By 
speaking with you, a holy person, my curse has 
become attenuated Formerly 1 moved through the 
sky on a celestial car, Intoxicated with self-conceit 
] regarded no one bit my self All the inhabitants of 
these worlds, Brahmunical, Rishis, Gods, Gundharvas 
Jakhas, Rukhasas, Panoughs paid me tributc. Such 
was the power of my gaze that on what creattre I 
fixed my eyes IT suraightway subbed hin of his cncrgy, 
A thousand of the great sages bore ny vechick. 
That misconduct it was O king, which hurlod me 
from my high estat. Jor then I touched with my 
foot the man, Agastya, who was carrying me Agastya 
in his wrath cried out to me ‘Fall thou Serpent.’ 
{Turled therefore from that magnificent car and fallen 
from my prospenty as I descended headlony I felt 
that I had become a Serpent. 

14, The consequenccs of the fall did not affect 
our first parents only, and the Bible teaches us that 
we all dic in Adam, for he stood before God as our 
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covenanted head. — By the disobedicnee of one many 
were made sinners.” ‘In Adamall dic" That by 
one man sin entered into the world and death by sin 
and that death passed over uf men, seerig that all - 
have sinncd Behold [ was shapen in iniquity, and 
in sin did my mother conccive me 

We must remember that Adam was made by God, 
who, as his Creator had every right to dictate the terms 
on wh.ch was to depend his own happiness, as also 
the happiness of his posyerity. [fad our first parents 
not eaten the forbidden fruit, and thus disobeyed their 
God, they and their posterity would have been happy ; 
but as the representatives of ther race they sinned 
against God, their posterity have suffered in conse- 
quence 

15 In the curse pronounced on the Serpent, God 
said, ‘that the seed of the woman should bruise the head 
of the Serpent ’ and so the promise of a Saviour was 
made, “As by the disobcdience of one many were 
made sinners so by the obedience of one many shall 
be made righteo.s.” Though Christ was not born 
till 4,000 years afterwards, the Christian Religion 
was doubtless promuleated immediately after the fall 
We Jearn from the Bible that there existed believers 
before the death of Christ who have been saved by 
their faith in a promised Messiah. The ceremonial 
worship of the Jewish religion led the worshipper 
to look forward to the seed of the woman as the 
great sacrifice, which was to be offered up for the 
expiation of many sins The prophecies of the Old 
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Testament also mantioned that Ch ist would be born 
to save his people, and it is curious to note that at 
the time of Christ's advent Suetonious, Tacitus and 

‘Josephus mention that there was a general cxpect- 
ation of a coming change in the Roman world, 
The first named historian zocs so far as to say that 
the expectation of a deter time to come would be 
fulfilled in the birth of a Jewish reler. Ile says, 
* Throughout the East an old and cstablishcd opinion 
was disseminated, that it was decreed by fate that they 
who were to possess the sovereignty of the world 
were to arise from Judea. 

The following passage from the 4th CLulogue of 
Virgil is prophetic, and points to one who was to be 
the restorer of peace in the world — 

“The last gieat age, foretold by sacred rhymes 

Renews its finshed course ; Saturnian times 

Roll 1ou 1d again, and imghty years, beget 1 

Trom thei: first ob, in vadiant ¢ackes ath 

The base, dege erate, iion offspring ends, 

A golden pioge ry fiom heave desce ids ~ 

See laboui1ig natu ¢ calls thee to sustait 

The noddirg fia ne of heaven, ard earth and nan! 
Sec to then base iestoied, earth, seas and an, 


And joyful agcs fiom behiid in cro vding iank appear” 
Dijdews Prt 


Some of you might have read in the Gospel of 
St. Mathew that after Christ was born wise men from 
the East (Persia) came to Bethlehem, ¢nquiring 
“Where ts He that is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen Ifis star in the Last and are come to wor- 
ship him 
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16 Readers ef the Old ‘Testament Seriptures 
ave aware that in the Jewish economy the sacrifice 
of animals was considercd very necessary in the per 
formance of rel’gious dues: and itis the Jews only 
who were taught to believe that the sacrifices of anim us 
was typical of that sacrifice which Christ in due time 
offered upon Calvary. Both amone the Greeks and 
Tlindus, the sacrifice of animals wis consulered to be 
a meritorious act but they could not account for the 
origin of this institution, Revelation alone has taught 
mai, that without tie shedding of dlvad, there is no 
remission of sin. In the sacrifices of the Jewish re- 
ligion, the innocent victim stood in the place of him 
who offered 1, and the traisactior showed that the 
punishment due to the offender was transferred to the 
victim 

17 Revelation teaches us that God 1s holy, and 
that He cannot tolerate sin, for it is opposed to Lis 
Moral Nature Both Revelation, and the testimony 
of our conscience point out to us, that there is a Aforal 
Law in the unive-se, which is called the Zaw of 
Righteousness, and that the highest function of God 
as Moral Governor 1 to sustain this Zaw. You are 
aware that the old idea that the will of God is the 
original ground of moral obligations has long since 
been exploded Modern Ethical Philosophy teaches us a 
different thing altogether. We have now learned that 
the distinctions of mgA¢ and wrong, justice, and m- 
justice, truth and falsehood ave in the very nature of 
things necessary, independent and eternal, The princi- 
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ple of a Moral Law existing antecede nl Lo and independ 
ent of Gods will involves the ide of responsibil), 
without which there can be no freedom of will. 

We have also a strong imstinclive conviction 
which affirms that sin is followed by suffering, The 
beltef that sin will be punished is wxiversal, tunate 
and necessary Sinis pumshed not that it is expedient 
to do so or that it tends to prcmote God» glory 
The belief that God punishes sin rests on the fac/ 
that God, as the Aforal Governor of the Universe 
punishes sin in recognition of the Law of Kzghleons- 
ness, which has been given to us in the consutution 
of our nature 

18. While the Bible reveals to us that Almighty 
God abhors sin and that the consequences of sin 
are dreadful, it also reveals to us that Jesus Christ 
died for us, and having made ar expiation of ovr 
sins, He has provided a means by which all, who 
believe in Him are pardoned of their sins, and are 
reconciled to God. This is called the A/ovement, 
inasmuch as it brings two opposite parties, uw one 
with each other, In the Ilebrew language the word 
Alonement signifies covering, and by the death of 
Christ as our sudstitute the sins of His clect people 
are covered, for when sought for, they shall not 
be found. Atonement also includes the idea of r- 
conciliation, and in Chrests Atonement both these 
benefits are secured to His people. What, it may be 
asked, gives efficacy to Chrest ss Alonement as the cause 
of our justification? The efficacy ¢ secured by the 
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fact that Chris¢ expiated for our s'ns as our A€ora/ 
Governor, and that Admzeghty God has been pleased 
to recognize in that sacrifice, the homage that has 
been paid to Hzs Law 

19. Some persons may persuade themsclves to 
think that by repentance and reformation they are re- 
conciled to God. They seem to think that repentance 
is a punishment itself They say that the sorrow we 
feel for sin is so agonizing , and the contemplation that 
we have incurred Gods displeasure cannot but make 
the penitent unhappy We Christians think it so, but 
we ask can any one say that this 1s sufficient to satisfy 
divine justice. Ilas this doctrine, that God will for- 
give us on mere repentance, the sanction of Ilis reve- 
lation? Where is the issurance that by repentance we 
are reconciled toGod, On the contrary , do we not feel 
that the more thorough our repentence is the more we 
are convinced of two things, 7s, first, our repentance 
(which consists of sorrow for sinanda desire to mend 
our lives) is zvadequate, for whatever obedience by a 
new life we can render to God 1s tainted with sin, and 
bears marks of imperfection ; second, that sin deserves to 
be punished P Wehaveastrong intuitive conviction that 
obedience to Gods laws is zmperative, and that God 
cannot relax the precepts of [lis oral daw, and that 
violation of those laws will be followed by penalties. 
Our moral nature tells us that God, as our Aforal Go 
vernor, cannot look upon sin with indifference We 
have at the same time another strong intuitive con- 
viction, that God is ready to forgive, and that 
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although He 1s anxious to susta’n the authority of 
His /aw, He will not destroy us in exacting the full 
penalty, but that He will show ITis mercy. 

I believe that the different systems of religions 
which have been invented by man from time lo time 
is the result of this zvdwet’ve conviction that God is 
ready to forgive Butitis only in Christianity that 
we see that both these strong intuitive convictions 
are realized. 

For we find that Christ by [fis death on the 
cross has vindicated Gods law, as also He has mani- 
fested Gods love to fallen humanity, 

It may, however, be asked could not God save 
fallen humanity by any other means than by the 
death of Christ? In reply we might say, Te might 
have devised any other plan if he chose to do it. 
But it must be borne in mind thatic is God who had 
the right to originate the plan of mans redemption 
for IIe being the offended party could alone fix the 
terms of our reconciliation We, however, learn from 
the New Testament that it had pleased Almighty 
God to forc-ordain that we should be saved by Christ's 
death, and hence our Lord while praying in the Gar. 
den said, “O my Father if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me, nevertheless, not as I will but as thou 
will 

20 Inthe Seriptures we read passages like these— 
“Upon the wicked [fe shall rain sn ues fire ard brim 
stone and an horrible tempest: this shall be the por- 
tion of their cup Cursed is every one that con- 
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tinueth not in all things which are written in the Book 
of the Law todothem  ‘“ The wages of sin is death, 

The wrath of God 1s revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. These * 
denunciations against s nare appalling, The language 
used in these passages may appear to some to show 
that God has the same feelings as we have bit it must 
be borne ia mind, thatin the Bible hanan language 
is used for our comprehension and that they declare 
nothing more than this that Almighty God disapproves 
of sin, is displeased with it, and that the consequences 
of sin to us must be dreadful, 

21. Christ made an atonement for our sins He 
the Son of God, became incarnate. He was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost was born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci 
fied, dead and buried The third day He rose again 
from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead, 
He became incarnate, and as our substitute He did 
what was required of us todo. Christ has satisfied 
God's law by keeping His commandments, and by pay- 
ing the penalty of ou-sins Among the Jews, there 
was a custom that if any one became poor, and had 
been sold for his debts, a near kinsman of his could 
redeem him The wor d was made flesh and the Son 
of God by becoming man, became our kinsman: nay, 
our elder brother, 

22, Our salvation through Christ is the gift of 
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God butit1s conditional that 1s those who have faith 
in Christ as their swdséeduée can on y hope to be saved: 
When we speak of faith as the condition on which 
* God saves his people we do not mean to say that faith 
is the meritorious cause of our salvation, but we mean 
that 1t is indispensably necessary as the instrument by 
which we became pactakers of the benefits of Christ s 
death and passion The only meritorious cause of 
our salvation 1s the work of Christ Those who trust 
to Christ as their Saviour are no longer under condem 
nation, for they are made just by the righteousness of 
Christ being imputed to them, and they are also recon- 
ciled to God, By the sacrifice IIe has offered up 
for us, he has become our Iligh Priest, and in that 
capacity intercedes for us, While on carth Ile prayed 
for all who were given to Him Ife prayed that they 
might be kept from evil, and saretified by the truth 
He prayed for unity among Its people, and that the 
world might know Ilin Ife is now iitcreeding for 
His people before Hs Vather in heaven Who shall 
jay anything to the charge of Gocs cect? [bis God 
that justificth, Who is it that condemncth? It is 
Christ that died yea rather thitis r'se) again who is 
ever on the right hand of God who naketh intcrecs- 
sion for us ~Romans vu 33 & 34. As Intercessor 
Christ sands before God as our advocue plcad’ug, 
for us, and refuting all the charyes that are brought 
againsl us by Satay by the Law by the World and by 
the Conscience. Ife now prays br the happiness of 
Elis people, for the for,'veness 0° their sins and for 
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their being made holy As our Intercessor, Christ 
presents to God all our worsh'p, and service, which 
being performed in faith arc rendered acceptable Lo 
Tim 

23 Not only are we justified by Christ, that is 
our sins are forgiven to us, and we are regarded as 
just before God, by the imputation of Christ s right- 
cousness to us, but we leain from the Scriptures, that 
in the mattcr of our 1cdemption there is concerned 
another person, wz. the I{oly Ghost, who appligs the 
remedy provided by the Sonof God The office of 
the Holy Ghost is to convince us of our sin and 
misery, and of our inability to please God, to cnlighten 
us in the knowledge of Christ and renew our wills 
and to teach us that without holiness no man shall 
enter into heaven He enlightens us in the know- 
ledge of Christ by enabling us to know that He is 
our King, Prophet and Priest Under Ills teaching 
we learn that Christs atonement 1s all sufficient to 
save us, By renewing our wills, and imparting new 
dispositions in the soul, [ce leads us to embrace the 
Saviour, and to lead a new life. The behever in Christ 
1s not made perfect in holiness in a day but the work 
of sanctification in his heart is a progressive one IIe 
dies more and more unto sin, and lives unto rig htcous- 
ness. Its affections are now set on things above, 
and not on the things of the earth Justification 1s an 
act of God and refers to a change of our outward 
condition, that is our being released from the penalties 
of our sins, and our being reconciled to God. Whereas 
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m Sanctification, the work ‘s inward, and 1ehtes to 
what takes place in the heart 

By the atonement of Christ we are not only 
justified and sanctified but we are also adopted into 
Gods family. As sinners we are Gods cnemics We 
have lost His image and are 10 longer regarded 
as his children, We no longer share Ilis love nor 
enjoy IIim, nor hold communion with Ilim, Though 
born the childten of Gad, we do not love our neigh- 
bours as we love ourselves But by our adoption 
into Gods family our relationship to our ncghbours 
takes a new turn, We then scek to advance their 
spiritual welfare, and we regard one another as 
members of the same family, We can now come 
to Gods throne with freedom, We now enjoy Iis 
protection and sympathy and ate strengthened to 
ward off the attacks of our spiritual cnem es, The 
angels of God minisicr to those who arc heirs of 
Tlis salvation, Ilaving become the heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ, believers become cntided 
toall Iis promises, and reecive a name which is 
above every othr name even that they are called 
the sons of God 

24. I now proceed with the other benefits which 
believers receive in this world as tic fruits of Christs 
atonement, ‘They have becn fully described im the 
Westminster Assembly’s Catechism, ‘The following 
epitome has been made from the Assembly s shorter 


Catechism — 
Believers have the assurance of God's love, 


Their faith leads the n to hope that God w'l fulfil, Tis 
promises to them. ‘They are assured that God ts will- 
ing to receive all who believe in Ilis Son, Jesus Chr'st. 
The assurance that God loves them begets in them - 
their Jove to God wh'ch is the fotndition of our 
di ties 

Intimately connected with this assurance is peace 
of conscience. It auses from otr corviction, that 
our sins have been pardoncd, and that we have been 
restored to God’s favou- The office of conscience 
is to approve and disapprove of what we do, and 
her deliverance would accuse us before God. But when 
we have received Christ Ly faith our gu'lt is removed 
by the sprinkling of 11s blood on the conscicnee ; and 
the conviction that we have been pardoned of our sins 
generates acalm in the soul which a Christian only 
ean yealise, The assurance of the removal of our guilt 
by Christs righteousness has sustained believers at 
the time of ther tial, and has divested ther minds 
of the horrors of death. Christians when leaving the 
world can alone look upon death as the gate to heaven. 

25. Christians in this world have joy in the Holy 
Ghost The contemplation that they enjoy spii- 
tual means;rand that the love of God is shed abroad 
in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, and that by believ- 
ing in Christ, they hope to enjoy Gods favour and 
that Gods Holy Spirit dwells in them begets joy in 
their hearts. They are the the temples of the Holy 
Spirit, and they have the assurance that they will be 
kept from evil Their eyes are now opened they 
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understand the Iloly Scriptures, and Gods dealings 
with them. They now see that God is all glorious, 
while they are convinced of their own loathsomencss 
they sce the greatness of God in all things, and this 
axcites their joy. No man can be converted to God, 
unless he is convinced of his sin and misery and how 
nany a dark night a penitent must have passed. before 
ae could look up to the Son of God as one who 
sould alone remove his sorrow. But when brought 
o the Saviour his sorrow is transformed into joy, and 
there is balm poured into his broken spirit, 

26. The believer in Christ increases in grace. 
The Christian life isa life of prog-ess If it do not 
idvance in holiness it must deteriorate The Chris- 
tian increases in his love, affections, and holy desires. 
He increases in his faith in Christ. Ilis love to 
Christ increases daily Though he may he beset 
by temptations, he endeavours to keep himself from 
he way of ungodliness and the chief desire of his 
yeart is to glorify God. 

a7, The Christian religion promises certain 
dlessings to the believer at death, At death he is 
nade perfect in holiness, Ileb xii 23. While on 
garth he is not free from sin but there is A ifference 
aelween him and the man of the world. While 
he d.spositioas and inclinations of the min of the 
world are continually towards evil the tendency of 
-he believer's heart is to become holy, even as his 
Heavenly Tather is holy, and thouzh in his weakness 
ye may yield to temptation, he does not delight in 

vp 
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sin. On earth he pants after his deliverance from 
the power of sin, and owing to the corruption of 
his heart, he does things, which he knows he ought 
not todo. Death, however, translates him toa differ." 
ent sphere, when the filthy communications of the wick 
ed no longer vex his spirit. In heen he enjoys per 
fect liberty to sing God's raise Ie is now restored 
to the image of God 

28. At death the spirits of believers pass imme- 
diately into glory, In Luke xxiii, 43., Luke xvi. 
22,, Rev. xiv. 13, Phil.t23 2 Cor v.1 and Rev. viii, 
3. And their bodies though they may now he in their 
graves will rise at the resurrection morn, The Bible 
nowhere teaches, that thee is an intermediate state, 
where the soul of the deceased are purged from their 
sins, Those who believe in an intermediate state 
lay great stress 1 pon verses 18, 19, and 20 of the Ist 
Epistle of Peter chapter 3, Butif we look into those 
verses with some attention, we shall find that the 
Apostle is exhorting Christians to suffer persecutions, 
and in doing this he places the example of Christ 
before them; and what he says is this. Suffer even 
for well doing, just as your Master has done, even 
He who was put to death in the flesh but was quickened 
by the Spirit, that Spirit by which he went and 
preached unto the spirits which are now in prison, 
even those who were disobedient in the days of Noah, 
These verses do not mean that Christ, during the three 
days he was in the grave, went and preached to the 
dead, but it refers to his resurrection by that Spirit, 
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who during the days of Noah preached to those who 
were disobedient and are now in their graves That the 
words “ Quickened by the Spirit,’ i1 verse 18, refers to 
the resurrection of Christ, is evident from the parallel 
passage, Chapter 1, 4 of the Cpistlc to the Romans 
1 am aware that these verses and the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus have been advanced as authority for 
the belief that there is an intermediate statc, but be- 
lieve once that your soul does not go to heaven or to 
hell after death, and you cannot escape from the doc- 
trine of Purgatory The Roman Catholic Church is 
more consistent in this matter than some of the men- 
bers of the Anglican Communion I have said that the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus has been used by 
many to prove the existence of an ntermediate state, 
but we are to bear in mind that an isolated parable 
without corroboration cannot prove a doctrine, When 
on the cross, Christ said to the penitent thief ‘This 
day thou shalt be with me in Paradise, The pent 
tent thief said unto Jesus ‘Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into Thy kingdom’ and the words men- 
tioncd before are an answer to his prayer. Christ in 
those words says, you have not to wart ull I come again 
to judge the world but even this day thou shalt be 
with mem Paradise What consolation would it be 
fo this thief if he was to remain in an intermediate 
state of which we know nothing. But supposing that 
the word Paradise in verse 43 of Luke xxin, refers to 
an intermediate state, thén we must perforce believe 
that our Lord is sull in an intermediate state, and has 
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fot ascended up to heaven, In the Apostles Creed 
we read that Christ having ascended into Heaven, 
sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father of all, 
From thence Ile shall come to judge the quick and ° 
dead, If the penitent thief was to be with Christ in 
Paradise, that Paradise could not be any: other place 
but heaven. The soul at death either goes to heaven, 
or to hell while the body remains in the grave till 
the day of resurrection At present we cannot 
fully realize what the blessings of heaven would be, 
but they will not be carnal, at any rate It will be 
unlike the heaven of the Arabian Prophet. The re- 
ligion of Christ is emphatically a Sperztuad rcligion and 
the happiness of Christians in the next world will be 
acontinuation, in a higher degrce, of all those spiri- 
tual privileges which they enjoy on carth. In heaven 
they will enjoy God's immediate presence, and this 
will gladden their hearts, There will be no let or 
hindrance to their singing Gods.praise ‘There shall 
be no night in heaven. The saints will be encompass- 
ed by the light of Gods presence, and their seeing 
Godl's face will be their supreme happiness. 

29, In connection with the plan of mans re- 
demption by Christ the following objections have 
been urged, but they have been satisfactorily met by 
Christian apologists, 1 shall now attempt to give you 
the subsance of what thes. apologists have said. 

1stly —It has been asked, does not the atone- 
ment by Christ show that it was unjust on the part 
of God to let the innocent suffer for the guilty ? 
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andly 1 Chiistranity be the religion which really 
brings salvation to man how 1s it tiat it has not becn 
universally made known to the children of Adam ? 

3rdly, The resurection of our bodies 1s irrecon- 
cilable with experience, and how can bodies which are 
now disolved be idenufied afterwards ? 

go oistdy, Tn necting the first d Mficilty 1 have 
to observe that since Christ the Son of God has died 
for man it becomes evident that man was not able to 
satisfy divine justice. In the redemption of our souls 
by Christ we find that Christ has made the law honor- 
able, and has shown his amazing love to man. Volvn- 
tarily Christ offered himself up as a sacrificefor our 
sins No man compelled him tc become our substi- 
tute, and when he laid down his life of his own will 
how can God be charged with having punished the 
innocent for the guilty? It can be shown from the 
analogy of what takes place in the visible government 
of the world, that in the conduct of the affairs of the 
world, the agency of others ‘s largcly availed of, Have 
we not all been infants at one tine and unless our 
friends and relations had taken care of us, we could 
not have continued to exist? In this world does not 
one man stand in need of another mans help, and what 
would become of the poor and needy if they were 
not the recipients of the charities of others? Wo we 
not find that much of the distress of our fellow men 
is removed by the assistance of their friends and others? 
Nay, more, are we not sometimes commanded to rende? 
assistance to others, though in doing it we may have to 
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put ourselves lo great trouble and suffermgs? Bishop 
Butler says, “that in the world there is ascheme of 
things gradually carrying on, cilled the course of na- 
ture, to the carrying on of which Godh as appointed - 
us in various ways to contribute aid that if there were 
any force in the objection, tie interposition of others in 
the natural providence of God is liable to the very 
same objec: ons, to which th. appoatment of Christ as 
our Mediator is liable. In objecting to the vica- 
rious sufferings of Christ we forget“ says this divine, 
“that vicarious punishment is a providental appoint- 
ment of every day’s experience, and the objection 
is not an objection agains. Christianity, but against 
the whole general constitu ion of nature, The true 
explanation of the objection lies in the fact, that man 
is unwilling to accept thc mediation of anothcr in the 
matter of his salvation for he considers his own work 
to be sufficient and does not realize that as a sinner 
before God he is under condemnation and that he 
cannot expiate for his sins, The objection would 
not be made, if the objecto- understood well the ap- 
pointments of God in the constitution of nature. 

31. andly This objection also proceeds from 
our ignorance of the constitution of nature Do we 
not see that in the world there are some men who 
are better gifted than others? Have not some men 
more wealth suength and intellectual talents than 
others? Are there not some nations who are in ad- 
vance of other nations in wealth, strength and mata- 
tial resources? Do we not find that while some 
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nations are sunk in ignorance and superstition, other 
nations are better educated, and have the capacity 
to understand the designs of God in his works of 
‘nature and of providence ? This objection supposes 
that men must be born at the same ume which undcr 
the present state of things is impossible, Men are in 
a state of probation, and God has not thovght it fit 
to reveal Himself to them at once We all know that 
quinine is a powerful tonic to ward off the attacks 
of fever, and that it is efficacious also in other discases 
The curative power of this mediciie is not universal 
ly known, and it is comparatively a short time since 
that the medicinal properties of the Peruvian bark 
were discovered Ilow many men must have died 
long before the discovery of the use of quinine So 
it is with vaccination, It is now admitted that the 
vaccine matter when it 1s communicated to the hu 
man system protects it from small pox which we 
all know is a dreadful discise. The prophylactic 
power of the poison of the cow pox in preventing 
small-pox become generally known after the publi- 
cation in 1789 of Dr, Jenner's work entitled—* An 
enquiry into the causes and effects of the Variole 
Vaceina, 

I shall now advert to the art of printing 
Before the art of typographical prinung was invent- 
ed by Guttenberg, books were written in manuscripts, 
The time and expense taken i1 preserving manu. 
scripts were not favourable to the spread of know. 
ledge and the consequence was that men had very little 
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chance of communicating thew ideas to athers 
There were very few books before printing, and 
hence the ignotance which broaded over the world 
in the middle ages. Progress, both in acquiring a- 
knowledge of science and of religion, depends much 
on reading books. Compaie the progress in know- 
ledge now with the amount of knowledge possessed 
by the human race before the discovery of printing 
and then say whether or not the discovery of this art 
bas been the means of advancing human knowledge ? 

In these instances we have noticed that the dis- 
coveries they relate to have been late in the world’s 
history, and that they are not universally known as 
yet. We know the good they have done, and are 
doing, to the human race But it has pleased Al- 
mighty God to withhold knowledge of them from 
many of the human race, You do not find fault wath 
God for this and why should you object to reccive 
Christianity because it has not been untversally pub- 
lished as yet, Since, however, it is now being pub- 
lished to you, you should endeavour to ascertain 
whether or not this religion is from Gad. 

32. 3rdly—In meeting the objection against the 
resurrection of our bodies at the last day, 1 shall first 
refer to the resurrection of Christ, and endeavour to 
show that the doctrine of the zeneral resurrection must 
be true if Christs resurrection can be shown to be true 
also. The Christian religion teaches us that Christe 
brought life and tmmortality to light, It is true that 
some of the ancient philosophers indulged in the hope 
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that the soul may survive after its separation from the 
body, but their ideas were dim, [low much less could 
they even think that after death our bodics would be 
‘raised from their graves, and be re-united to our Spirits. 
The resurrection of our bodies is one of the peculiar 
doctrines of Christianity, and itis founded upon the re- 
surrection of Christ. Archbishop Whatcley has shown 
why it should be considered to be a pecultar doctrine 
of Christianity. The Apostle St. Paul writes to the 
Corinthian Church, ‘Bit is now Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept, 
and if Christ be not raised your faith is vain, Ye are 
yet in your sins.’ 1 Cor, xv., 20. Well, if Christ be 
risen from the grave, there is nothing which makes 
the resurrection of our bodies an improbable fact. 
Christ s resurrection was a matter of fact, and that fact 
has been abundantly proved by the testimony of those 
who had scen him after Ile rose from the grave. For 
the common sense argument of Paley in reply to [Tume’s 
objections against miracles, which he has said are con- 
trary to experience, I bey to refer you to his work on 
the Evidences of Christianity. I however beg to sub- 
mit the following circumstances connected with Christ's 
resurrection for your consideration. 

33 The disciples of Christ were fearless in as- 
serting that their master had risen from che grave. 
The fact of the resurrection had not oily been referr- 
ed toin the Gospels and Epistles but it has been noticed 
also in the writings of authors who were contempora- 


ties with the firstdisciples, Itcanbe shownthut the first 
r 
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preachers of Christianity would not desist from preach- 
ing the resurrection of their master though they had 
to suffer much indignity on account of their persistence 


in it. But why did they not desist? Itis because « 


they could not disbelieve their own senses, They had 
seen and handled Chr st, and eaten with him after he 
rose from the grave, Once when they were affrighted 
and were led to suppose that they had scen a spirit, 
He said unto them : “ Why are you troubled, and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts. Behold my hands 
and feet, that it is, Myself. Handle and see, fora 
spit hath not flesh and bones as you see me have. 

He challenged Thomas Didymus because he doubted 
his resurrection. Ile said to him: ‘Reach hither 
thy finger and behold my hands, and reach hither thy 
hand, and thrust it into my side’ Thomas answered 
and said unto him: “My Lord and my God,’ The tes- 
timony the disciples bore to this fact was not the re- 
sult of illusion but of experience. In the face of 
much hostility, and at the risk of much danger to 
their lives, they boldly asserted that they had seen 
Christ after His resurrection. These disciples forsook 
Him atthe time of IJis trial and yet they were reso- 
lute in making their statement of this fact. Defence~ 
less and weak as they were, and knowing as they did 
that the whole Jewish nation was against them, they 
undertook to proclaim a fact, which, if false, they knew 
would be disastrous to themselves. They were not 
deceived themselves, nor could they be so bold to 
palm off on thelr countrymen an imposture, which they 
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knew their enemies had ample opportunities Lo expose. 
We all know that the enemies of Christ gave out that 
his body was stolen away from the grave by his disci- 
ples, but how is it that the soldiers who kept watch 
over the grave of Jesus were not punished ? Evange- 
list Matthew says “So they took the money and 
did as they were taught, and this saying was commonly 
reported among the Jews untilthis day Tas this 
statement been ever contradicted? No, it has not 
been 
34 In the resurrection of Christ we see the 
power of God set forth in the completion of mans 
redemption, It was indeed a mivacle, We have ecx- 
serience of Gods power and wisdom in the works of 
creation and of providence, and if we bear in mind 
hat there is a Moral Government in the universe of 
vhich God is Governor, we do not see why miracles 
hould not be possible They do not contradict our 
experience, inasmuch as the creition of the world 
out of the fiat of Gods will is a miracle They are 
said to be contrary to experience, but are there not 
physteal as well as morad daws in the universe, and are 
not these laws to be regarded as constituting’ clements 
to form the cntire government of God? People who, 
object to miracles as being contrary to experience 
and contrary to the established laws of God, forget, 
that the matcrial world and the laws by which it is 
sustained are not all which claim God's attention, 
Will any one say that God cannot suspend for a time 
the physical law, in order that the scheme of mans 
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salvation may be completed, even by the resurrection 
of Chr’st We cannot say that @ prior? miracles are 
impossible, and whatever arguments are now brought 
forward against the resurrection of Christ, and the - 
other Christian miracles, are simply ina new form, 
the objections which Elume has urged against the 
miracles, and for a complete refutation of those ob- 
jections, I beg to refer you to the common sense 
argument of Paley in his “ Evidence of Christianity.’ 

35. We see that men who denied their master at 
the time of his trial, wer2 bold to assert in the face of 
much opposition, that their master rose from the 
grave, In consequence of this testimony they bore 
to this fact, they had to suffer much indignity and 
opprobrium, nay, even death * and does not this conduct 
of the first preachers of Christianity appear to be 
miraculous? Can we say/we\that/have experience ; 
that men with such timid minds as the apostles had 
would palm off a story which would only prove to 
be false, and which involved so much risk to them 
selves, unless they had actually seen what they bore 
testimony to? The restrrection of Christ proves His 
divine mission and it is the foundation of our hope 
of the resurrection of our bodies at the last day, 

36 It is objected that as the human body is 
dissolved at death, it caniot be identified afterwards : 
The following is submitted for your consideration, 
The particles of our bodies are now simply thrown off, 
but they are not annihilated. They still exist in other 
bodies and the identity of the human body does not 
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depend upon the sameness of the particles which con sb 
tute it, Philosophy informs us uit is the coum of 
a few years our bodics undergo a complete change, 
+ so that we become different beings at different pa vinrds 
of our lives. The human body, notwithstinding that 
it throws off constantly tts consutue nt particles is 
considered to be the same body, and th's ‘s on aceount 
of the uniting power which exists in the body, which 
never ceases to exist while the particles of the body 
are thrown off, Atdeath a change only tikes plier 
in the arrrangement of the particles of ovr bodes, 
and although those particles may become assimilated 
to other bodies, the bodies which atc in the graves 
now will be the same bodics when the particls we 
re-united to the souls of the deceased at the resurs 
rection, 

37. In referring to this objection St. Paul takes 
his ill. stration from the germination of the seed corn. 
Now the corn of the wheat after it hasbeen putin 
the ground is apparently destroyed but y cid by it 
appears with stam, [caves und freils batat is still cht 
old life in the sucd wheb has re ctopearcd and coves 
loped in a higher form, In the development of the 
seed-corn, a complete change his tisen place but still 
it is the same corn which we sco matuned into anuther 
form, and is identical with the ane that fay potiatied, 
In the case of the butterfly, it is the caterpillar es 
isting in another form, so it will be with the rewur 
rection body. ‘The spiritual body will he identiod 
with the earthly one, though we may not naw uuder 
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stand what the nattre of that spiritual body will be 

“That which is sown in corruption will be raised in 

incorruption’ Is, then, the revealed fact that our 
bodies will be raised from their graves, though ina‘ 
different form not reconcilable with experience ? The 
analogy of the germination of the seed corn shows that 
such a thing is not impossible. 

38. We have seen what Christianity is. It de- 
clares to us that thete is a God, who is infinite in His 
power wisdom and love, and of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, That He is the Creator, Preserver 
and Redeemer of our souls. That there are three 
persons in the Godhead, and that in the matter of 
our redemption, God the Father originates the plan, 
God the Son carries that plan into execution, and 
God the Holy Ghost applies to our hearts the remedy 
which Christ has provided for us. Mention has 
also been made of our condition before God as sinners 
against His holy laws, and of the change, both in- 
yard and outward, which is the fruit of Christ s atone- 
ment, The blessings which Christians now enjoy 
and hope to enjoy in the next world have also been 
adverted to. 

39. When the claims of Christianity are placed 
before our countrymen, most of them are proud to 
refer us to their systems of philosophy, and to say 
that they do not require Christianity at all. But 
I would now ask you, do you find in these systems 
God’s character and person delineated with such truth 
as is done in the Christian Scriptures ? Have not these 


( 39 ) 
systems failed to give usa knowledge of our tclation- 
ship to God? Is there anything like that assurance 
in them which Christianity brings to the troubled soul 
sin the contemplation of Chris’s death, and in the 
hope of that happrness which awaits believers in 
Christ in heaven ? 

4o. Let us look for God in the system taught 
by Kap The Sekiya of Kapil declues that the 
existence of the Supreme Being 15 not only xot proved, 
but that it is impossible for such a demug to be the 
Creator of the world In this system, the origin of all 
things is traced to an wnzntelligent nature, which by 
its union with the sod, which is eternal, produces crea- 
tion As according to this system the sozd is inactive, 
it is difficult to understand how creation could be the 
result of two principles or substances which are want- 
ing in intelligence and activity, This is opposed to 
our knowledge of the principle of causation, Does 
the Vedané then furnish us with any correct notion of 
the Supreme Being? Certainly not. It teaches Pan 
thersmt» that is, that God is identical with the universe, 
and that we are a portion of lim The result of 
such a system, as has alrcady been shown, is that there 
is no distinction between God and ITis creatures, since 
the latter are but manifestations of [limself, and that 
men cease to be responsible agents. The Maya, 1t 
is true, attempts to prove the existence of a Supreme 
Bemg, but the universe, according to this system, does 
not come into existence by the fiat of Gods will, The 
Naya teaches that the universe is educed out of the 
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atoms of nine eternal substances, and that the Supreme 
Being unites the atomic minds to souls, thereby ren 
dering them conscious, and also unites the atoms of 
other substances, and develops them into the material 
universe God then is not the Creator, but the Maker 
of the universe , and how far this falls short of the 
Christian idea of God. God said, Let there be 
light, and there was light. 

41. Again, Hindu Phelosophy gives a very in- 
adequte idea of sin “Sin is a want of conformity 
unto, or a violation of the law of God. But L/znadu 
Philosophy does not contemplate it as a moral evil, It 
is simply an zntedlectual fault Asregards the origin of 
evil, both the Saxkhya and the Vedant trace it to Na- 
ture or the Supreme. Man does not appear to have 
been created holy, but that the germ of all evil was im- 
parted to individuals at the time they were produced 
or developed. In the Hindu Philosophy the chief 
end of man is not to glorify God, but to seck his own 
emancipation from transmigrations. Deliverance from 
transmigrations is Mukdi, which according to the San- 
hiya and Naya is separation of the soul from matter, 
In the Vedant, Mvhdz is absorption into Brahm, The 
soul, when by contemplat on attains this state, ceases 
to exist as a separate entity, and as an individual exist- 
ence it is annihilated. Can such a doctrine as this 
satisfy our longings? Adsorption into the deity I 
fancy is something, which you may wish to secure for 
yoursclves, but on looking at the Hindu notion of it, 
it appears to be either annihilation or stupefaction. 
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The Christian looks forward to something as high as 
the Iindu does, IIe pants to become holy cven as 
God is holy, and if thae be any adsorAlion at all ww is 
‘to be found in the Christian religion There the soul 
15 not lost into the Supreme Deng, but continues to 
exist as a separate existence, assimilating itself to Gods 
by being made perfect in holiness. 

42. lhave not referred to the tendency of the 
Christian religion in promoting the social and political 
improvement of man, I have restricted myself to 
the spiritual advantages which one as an individual 
can derive by becoming a Chiisttan, The benefits 
which Christianity confers on man are calculated to make 
him happy both here and hereafter; and in the pros- 
pect of such happiness J would carnestly beg of you 
to examine its claims. Christ has said ' Ask, and it 
shall be given unto you; seck aid ye shall find it.” 
and my dear friends, if you decide upon cxamining 
the claims of Christianity with an unprejudiced mind, 
you will with God's grace find Ilim, who is the Way, 
the Life and the Truth, May God bless you and draw 
you all to Tlimself, through his Son Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 
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